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   McDowell Group 
• Research and consulting since 1973 

• 15 professional staff 

• Offices in Juneau, Anchorage, Bellingham 

• Areas of expertise: mining, oil & gas, tourism, seafood, 
transportation, health care, education 

• Services: economic and socioeconomic analysis, surveys, market 
research, feasibility studies, community planning, program 
evaluation 

• Six projects for ACPE since 2012 



   Survey Methodology 

• Survey target: APS-eligible graduates 

• Classes of 2011, 2012, 2013, 2014 

• Two emails sent one week apart with  

link to survey 

• Passwords embedded to match survey result with student 

record 

• Incentive: two $500 Amazon gift cards 

• Of 2,121 respondents, 119 hadn’t heard of APS; screened 

out of some questions (leaving 2,002 as base) 

Survey Stats 

Total Grads 9,249 

Working Emails 8,536 

Total Surveys 2,121 

Response rate 25% 



   Survey Methodology (cont’d) 

• Survey data weighted by two factors: 

• Collegiate Eligibility Level 

• APS Usage (Yes versus No) 

• Otherwise survey very representative 

• Grad year, region, race very comparable 

• Women slightly more likely to  

participate 

• Results available by grad year, APS use, eligibility levels, 

region, race, gender, non-user in-state vs out-of-state 

Total 
Surve

y 

Collegiate Eligibility 

  Level 0 13% 9% 

  Level 1 36% 48% 

  Level 2 27% 25% 

  Level 3 24% 19% 

APS Used 45% 52% 



   Sample Characteristics 



   Race and Gender 

White, 74% 

Alaska 
Native, 7% 

Asian, 7% 

Hispanic, 
4% 

Other, 8% 

Base: All respondents (2,121) 

Female, 
[VALUE] 

Male, 38% 



   Grad Year and Region 

2011, 22% 

2012, 24% 

2013, 25% 

2014, 28% 

Base: All respondents (2,121) 

Southcentr
al, [VALUE] 

Interior, 
19% 

Southeast, 
13% 

Southwest, 
4% 

Far North, 
2% 



   APS Eligibility Levels 

Ineligible, 
13% 

1, 36% 
2, 27% 

[CATEGORY 
NAME], 
[VALUE] 

Base: All respondents (2,121) 

1, [VALUE] 

2, 31% 

3, 19% 

Collegiate Eligibility Career Eligibility 



   Survey Results 



   Activities Since Graduating 

87% 

74% 

28% 

16% 

4% 

Undergrad study

Employment

Travel

Volunteer/mission

Voc/tech school

Base: All respondents (2,121) 



   Current Enrollment Status 

94% 

1% 

3% 

14% 

6% 

79% 

79% 

3% 

13% 

Never enrolled

Enrolled; did not complete

Currently enrolled

AA
BA
Voc Cert

Base: All respondents (2,121) 



   Did you consider a certificate program? 

71% 

14% 

9% 
6% 

Never considered certificate

Thought about it; no serious
consideration

Explored; decided against it

Don’t know 

Base: Enrolled BA/AA program (1,904) 



   Why did you pursue a degree rather than certificate? 

78% 

59% 

52% 

29% 

Always planned on getting a
BA/AA

Better career options

Better wages/earning power

Was not interested in careers
associated with cert. programs

Base: Enrolled BA/AA program (1,904) 



   Why didn’t you pursue further education? 

53% 

39% 

38% 

32% 

21% 

16% 

15% 

13% 

Planned to enroll later

Needed a break from school

Not sure what I want to study yet

Couldn't afford it/not enough financial aid

Already had/have job

Personal circumstances

Joined military

Not interested/don't like school

Base: Never enrolled in any PS program (88) 



   Why didn’t you complete the degree/certificate program? 

43% 

38% 

14% 

6% 

4% 

36% 

33% 

32% 

28% 

18% 

Financial reasons

Couldn't afford it

Lost scholarship/financial aid

Lost APS eligibility

Lost loan qualification

Personal circumstances

Needed break from school

Changed to different program

Not interested

Not prepared academically

Base: Enrolled but did not complete (164) 



   Which of the following best describes you? 

48% 

31% 

14% 

7% 
I received the APS

I qualified but did not use

I've heard of APS but didn't
know if I was eligible

I've never heard of the APS

Base: All respondents (2,121) 



   Do you plan to use the APS before it expires? 

Yes, 15% 

No, 42% 

Don't know, 
43% 

Base: Chose not to use APS (616) 



   Why aren’t you using the APS? 

89% 

6% 

4% 

2% 

2% 

1% 

Enrolled/will enroll out of state

Don’t need financial aid 

Didn't complete FAFSA

Qualified at certificate level; pursued BA/AA

Not planning on pursuing degree/certificate

Didn't realize I qualified

Base: Did not use APS and don’t plan to in future (277) 



   Familiarity with APS Aspects (Chart 1 of 2) 

51% 

47% 

45% 

32% 

31% 

26% 

39% 

30% 

34% 

36% 

22% 

14% 

25% 

34% 

33% 

Requirements to fill out FAFSA annually

APS qualification requirements

APS award levels (1, 2, 3)

Colleges/universities where APS can be used

Where to find information on APS

Very familiar Somewhat familiar Not familiar/don't know

Base: All respondents aware of APS (2,002) 



   Familiarity with APS Aspects (Chart 2 of 2) 

28% 

28% 

21% 

17% 

12% 

36% 

32% 

25% 

27% 

23% 

35% 

40% 

54% 

56% 

65% 

How to find out if I'm eligible

Continuing eligibility requirements

APS award type (coll. vs. career/tech)

Alaska Student Aid Portal (ASAP)

The agency administering APS (ACPE)

Very familiar Somewhat familiar Not familiar/don't know

Base: All respondents aware of APS (2,002) 



   When did you first learn about APS? 

17% 

17% 

29% 

23% 

3% 

12% 
Freshman year

Sophomore year

Junior year

Senior year

When I enrolled in program

Don't remember

Base: All respondents aware of APS (2,002) 



   When did you first learn you  might be eligible for APS? 

44% 

32% 

3% 

11% 

10% 
Junior year

Senior year

When I enrolled in program

Don't remember

Didn't know I was eligible

Base: All respondents aware of APS (2,002) 



   Where did you get information on APS? 

71% 

53% 

35% 

21% 

19% 

19% 

12% 

12% 

High school counselors

Teachers

Parents/family

Friends

APS website

Mailings

College fair

Flyers

Base: All respondents aware of APS (2,002) 



   Did availability of APS make you more likely to… 

         …in high school? 

32% 

31% 

23% 

21% 

21% 

19% 

22% 

27% 

26% 

26% 

23% 

27% 

44% 

40% 

48% 

50% 

52% 

51% 

Take placement exams (SAT/ACT)

Achieve better grades

Seek out college counselor/academic
advising

Prepare for placement exams

Consider career options

Take challenging courses

Much more likely Somewhat more likely Had no effect

Base: All respondents aware of APS (2,002) 



   How did APS affect your decision to enroll  

      in a degree/certificate program? 

35% 

30% 

27% 

6% 3% APS had no effect

APS was a minor factor

APS was a major factor

I would not have enrolled
without APS

Don't know

Base: APS recipients (1,153) 



   How much of an influence was APS in your decision to…? 

61% 

32% 

28% 

7% 

22% 

24% 

26% 

17% 

17% 

43% 

45% 

76% 

Attend an in-state school

Enroll full-time vs. part-time

Number of hours working while in
school

Degree/certificate program
chosen

Major influence Minor influence No influence

Base: APS recipients (1,153) 



   Do you know how students who have lost eligibility  
      can become eligible again? 

Yes, 17% 

No/not 
sure, 83% 

Base: APS recipients (1,153) 

APS has continuing eligibility 
requirements related to 
college GPA and credit hours 
completed. Do you know 
how students who have lost 
eligibility due to low GPA or 
insufficient credit hours can 
become eligible again for 
APS? 



   Did you complete the FAFSA? If no, why not? 

68% 

34% 

18% 

11% 

8% 

5% 

Didn't need federal aid

Received other scholarship/loan/financial aid

Parent financial aid info not available

Application was too difficult/time-consuming

Was too busy

Missed deadline/forgot

Base: Non-APS recipients; enrolled at some point in last four years (575) 

 Completed FAFSA: 89% 
Why not? Base: 61 



   Have you enrolled in-state, out-of-state, or both? 

In-state, 56% 
Out-of-state, 

35% 

Both, 9% 

Base: Currently enrolled, completed, did not complete (1,716) 



   Why did you continue your education outside Alaska? 

65% 

57% 

57% 

50% 

46% 

37% 

35% 

33% 

22% 

19% 

16% 

Wanted to leave Alaska

Quality of academics

Degree programs offered

Reputation of school

Wanted traditional college experience

Size of school

Scholarship

Better weather

Athletics/extracurricular activities

Financial aid package

Family/friends nearby

Base: Enrolled outside of Alaska (713) 



   Why did you continue your education in Alaska? 

84% 

78% 

50% 

45% 

37% 

37% 

23% 

20% 

17% 

16% 

Lower cost

APS

Can live with parents/family/friends

Wanted to live near parents/family/friends

UA Scholars

Degree programs offered

Other scholarship

Size of school

Financial aid package

Quality of academics

Base: Enrolled in-state (1,160) 



   Do you plan to complete your degree/certificate  
        at an Alaska school? 

77% 

8% 

7% 
8% 

Yes, complete degree at first
Alaska school I enrolled in

Yes, complete degree at a
different Alaska school

No, complete degree at out-
of-state school

Don't know

Base: Currently enrolled in-state (1,056) 



   Which of the following best describes your plans for 
completing your degree and continuing your education? 

49% 

27% 

11% 

3% 
10% Complete degree at current school;

pursue additional degree out-of-state

Complete degree at current school; no
additional degree planned

Complete degree at current school;
pursue additional degree in Alaska

Transfer to an Alaska school for
completion of current degree

Don't know

Base: Currently enrolled out-of-state (532) 

Follow-up: of the 74 respondents planning to return to 
Alaska, 90% said they would use APS if eligible. 



   What year do you plan on graduating? 

2015, 15% 

2016, 23% 

2017, 26% 

2018, 27% 

2019 or later, 
5% 

Don't know, 
4% 

Base: Currently enrolled (1,585) 

Follow-up: Have you 
developed a course plan to 
achieve that graduation 
date?  
(Base: Noted grad date; 1,525) 

 Yes   85% 
 No  11% 
 Don’t know    3% 



   Where do you plan to live in the future? 

29% 

15% 

19% 

10% 

27% 

Live in Alaska indefinitely

Live in Alaska temporarily,
then move out-of-state

Live out-of-state temporarily,
then move to Alaska

Live out-of-state indefinitely

Don't know

Base: All respondents aware of APS (2,002) 



  Participant Comments 

• Respondents were asked to comment on ease/length of survey; about 1/5 
(400) provided comments; response was overwhelmingly positive 

• Some respondents learned new things about APS through the survey; others 
were motivated to seek out additional information 

• About 25 volunteered positive/appreciative comments about APS 
 

APS is the sole reason I stayed in Alaska for college, along with the low cost of 
tuition. I hope that future students can benefit the way that I have. 

I am so fortunate to have received APS and completed my associate’s degree 
from UAA. I gained a full time job within my career field due to UAA and APS and 
could not be happier. Please continue to grant these scholarships to our high 
schoolers and increase our community's knowledge and skill set! 

 

 

 



  Participant Comments 

APS is an outstanding program and gives opportunity for most Alaskans to 
achieve a higher education or certificate program at a manageable cost while 
staying in the state. Those who do use the APS will most likely stay in the state to 
benefit and contribute to our workforce and economy. 

 

This scholarship is the only reason I was able to go to college. 

 

I probably would not have stayed in Alaska for school without APS and I know 
many of my friends feel the same way. APS truly encouraged me, and many of my 
friends, to take more rigorous classes in high school and keep our grades up. It 
also encouraged many of us to stay in state and made college MUCH more 
affordable. 

 

 



   Questions 
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